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Dear Parents & Carers, 
The end of our first term is nearly here and, as always, it has 
passed extremely quickly!  
As we are now experiencing cooler weather and in addition 
to break and lunchtimes, the children are often outside 
learning with their classes so we would ask that they bring a 
jacket to school each day.  
 
If you have any good quality coats/jackets which you no 
longer need, we would be happy to have them to 
redistribute them to others. 
 
You will have received a letter from Lorna French, Acting 
Head of Schools & Lifelong Learning, indicating that all 
schools will be closed for an extra day at the end of the 
October holiday. This extra day is in lieu of the bank holiday 
given for HM The Queen’s funeral. As schools in Edinburgh 
were already on holiday that day, another day has been 
given. This means that staff will now return on Tuesday 25th 
October for the In-set day with children returning on 
Wednesday 26th October. 

 

 
Dates for your diary!  

 
30th September ~ Maths Week Scotland Assembly 
3rd October ~ P1 Photograph for the Edinburgh Evening 
News 
3rd October ~ Travelling Book Fair arrives in school. Further 
detail below 
5th October ~ Photographer in school – sibling groups and 
individual photographs 
5th October ~ Head Teacher Drop-In 3.15pm-4.15pm 
6th October ~ Parent Consultation Meetings 4pm-7pm 
7th October ~ Parent Consultation Meetings 1pm-3pm 
13th October ~ Parent Council Meeting via TEAMs – 7pm. All 
welcome 
14th October ~ Harvest Assembly 
14th October ~ October week holiday ~ School closes at 
normal time and will reopen for pupils on Wednesday 26th 
October at 8.50am. 
25th October ~ In-service Day for staff (school closed to 
pupils) 
27th October ~ Parent Council Hallowe’en Disco 
2nd November ~ P1 Open Day (for parents/carers of P1 
children enrolling for August 2023) 
2nd November ~ Head Teacher Drop-In 3.15pm-4.15pm 
8th November ~ 9.15am – ASN Parent Coffee Morning 

10th November ~ 7pm - Curriculum Evening – Digital 
Technologies. More information to follow 
11th November ~ Remembrance Assembly 
Week beg. 14th November ~ Book Week Scotland & Anti-
Bullying Week 
17th November ~ Parent Council Meeting. 7pm in the school 
staffroom. All welcome 
24th November ~ P7 Family Ceilidh. More information to 
follow 
28th November ~ Whole School Flu Immunisations 
3rd December ~ CKPS Christmas Fair 

 
 
House and Sports Captains 
Following hard campaigning and the election process, we 
are pleased to announce the House and Sports Captains for 
session 2022-23! 
 
Broom House: Lilly Ammah & Ruby Crichton 
Broom Sports: Jude Allen & Jack Shanks 
 
Castle House: Carly Davis & Jack Ness 
Castle Sports: Isla Irvine & Lucy Blackwod 
 
Carrick House: Dylan Jack & Harris Sher 
Carrick Sports: Lily Philips & Lily Mittun 

 
Traquair House: Harry Givan & Curtis Menezes-Coyne 
Traquair Sports: Jessica Black & Abbi Richardson 
 
Well done to all of our pupils who stood for election and 
congratulations to all of our new captains. 
 

 
 
Maths Week Scotland  
We've been celebrating Maths Week Scotland at CKPS this 
week with various activities going on across the school 
including the now annual 'Maths Treasure Hunt' which has 
been organised by our new P7 House and Sports Captains. 
We've also got our whole school SumDog Challenge which 
has brought out the competitive sides of our teachers - 
again! 
 
Thank you to Mr Morley for organising this week for us all 
and keep an eye on the website for the photographs! 
 

 



 

 

 
Active Schools 
Our after school Active School Clubs have now restarted. As 
always, the clubs have proved extremely popular and there 
is a waiting list for many of them. It would help if initially 
parents/carers signed each child up for just one club to 
allow others the opportunity to participate. If spaces were 
left, these could then be taken up. 
Thank you to Shona Clark, our Active Schools Co-ordinator 
for all her hard work in organising these. If you have any 
questions or queries about the Active Schools Clubs, these 
should be directed to Shona at the email address below 
active.forrester@ea.edin.sch.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Football News 
We are very pleased that we now have a P6/7 Football Team 
and a P5 Football Team representing Carrick Knowe. A huge 
thank you to the parents who take responsibility for these. 
Our whole school community was extremely proud of two of 
our P7 pupils who attended the Edinburgh P7 
Select Football Squad Trials in the last few weeks. Jude Allen 
and Dylan Jack represented Carrick Knowe PS and did an 
outstanding job. Both boys were selected to go through to 
the second round and then on to join the squad. A huge 
achievement – congratulations to them both. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
P5-7 Skills Groups 
Just before lunchtime on a Friday, our P5-7 pupils join their 
chosen ‘Skills Group’. These range from Bikeability to Sport 
to Singing. 
Each group is a mix of P5-7 pupils and is led by a teacher or 
PSA. We would love to offer an even wider range of ‘Skills 
Groups’ and so if any parent/carer has a talent or skill they 
would be willing to share with a small group of children, we 
would love to hear from you. You don’t need to commit to a 
whole year, or even a term – we work in 4-week blocks, so 
just 4 weeks would be really appreciated. If you would like 
to help, please get in touch with Mrs Buchanan who is 
coordinating the groups either in school or by email at 
ashley.buchanan@carrickknowe.edin.sch.uk 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Flu Immunisations 

You should now have returned the permission slip indicating 
whether or not you want your child to receive their flu 
immunisation. These will take place in school on Monday 
28th November and will take the form of a nasal spray.  
If you have any questions about this, please do get in touch. 

 
Parent Consultations 
Today all parents/carers will receive a day and time for a 
consultation with their child’s teacher either face to face or 
via TEAMs/phone call. If you are coming to meet the teacher 
face to face, please enter the school via the main entrance. 
 

 
Galaxy the Giraffe 

You may remember that before the summer Mrs Kane and 
the P5s designed one of the giraffes for Edinburgh’s ‘Giraffes 
Around Town’ trail. ‘Galaxy’ the CKPS giraffe spent the 
summer on display in Bibi’s Bakery in Hanover Street. 
Last month all of the giraffes on the trail were brought back 
to Edinburgh Zoo to be reunited and our P6 classes (last 
years P5s) were invited to go and visit them. They had a 
great time seeing all of the giraffes together and we are 
hoping the Galaxy will come back to CKPS where the whole 
school can enjoy seeing him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attendance 
You will recently have received the letter outlining out 
updated processes and procedures regarding attendance 
and the impact poor attendance at school has on your 
child’s learning and development. We continue to have 
many children whose attendance is a cause for concern. 
Since coming back in August we have also had a significant 
number of children who have been taken out of school for 
holidays. Good attendance at school is key to ensuring good 
outcomes for children and young people and we appreciate 
parent/carer support in ensuring this. 
 
 
P5 Rugby Festival – Saughton Park 
Earlier this week, Mr Smith and Mrs Iley took some of the P5 
children to the Saughton Rugby Festival. Despite only having 
had a few weeks of training, they did extremely well and 
represented CKPS beautifully.  We may have a few budding 
rugby players of the future! 
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Harvest 
A separate letter will follow, but as in previous years, we are 
planning to take Harvest donations to the Broomhouse Food 
Bank following the Harvest Assembly on Friday 14th October.  
 

 
Staffing Arrangements – after the October break 
As intimated in a previous letter, I will be moving 
temporarily to South Morningside PS as Interim 
Headteacher until someone permanent is appointed. In my 
absence Mrs Iley will be Acting Headteacher of Carrick 
Knowe, with Mrs Clark and Mr Morley sharing the Acting 
Depute Headteacher role. This means that there is the 
opportunity for another member of staff to be Acting 
Principal Teacher for a time. Once the recruitment process 
for this is complete, we will let you know who this will be. 

 

 
Finally….…. I hope you all have a lovely October break when 
it comes. The next school newsletter will be from Mrs Iley 
and I know you will all support her well in her Acting 
Headteacher role.  

 

 

 

 

 
Gail Canning 
Headteacher 
 
 
Website: carrickknoweprimary.com 
 
 

                     @CarrickKnowe  

 

 

  
Please let us know if you, or anyone you know, requires 
school information in a different language. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Education isn’t about what you learn, it’s about what you do with what you 
learn.”  

  

 

 


