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18th August 2022 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

As you may be aware, last year the council launched a programme called ‘Empowered Learning’ 

whereby every child from P6-S6 is provided with their own iPad to enhance learning at school and at 

home. This is a council-wide programme and more information can be found by watching the launch 

video using this link: https://tinyurl.com/ELSchoolLaunch 

 

For many years now, iPads have been widely used at CK and they have so many benefits as we look to 

prepare our children for a world where having strong digital skills is essential. They often enhance 

and extend learning in ways that we have been unable to in the past.  

 

The next step in this process is to give P6 children their own iPads! In order to do this, all parties 

involved (the school, learners and parents/carers) must agree to a number of conditions. These 

conditions cover things such as looking after the iPad, responsible use, damages and possible 

sanctions. We will be going through these in class however we hope that you can spend a small amount 

of time going over these at home too. 

 

The link below will take you to the agreement which outlines all of the conditions.  

As you go through it, you and your child are required to ‘Digitally Sign’ the agreement. 

 

tinyurl.com/EmpoweredLearningCK 
 

The hope is to have all iPads distributed to children by the end of next week however this will depend 

on all children completing the form above. 

 

I have attached some FAQs on the following page however feel free to contact me using the following 

email if you have any further ones: Shaun.Morley@carrickknowe.edin.sch.uk. Similarly, if you or 

anyone you know, require the agreement above in another language then please get in touch. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

Mr S Morley 

Principal Teacher 
  

https://tinyurl.com/ELSchoolLaunch
https://tinyurl.com/EmpoweredLearningCK
mailto:Shaun.Morley@carrickknowe.edin.sch.uk


 

 

Empowered Learning 

Frequently Asked Questions (Page 1) 
 

 

Will it come with a case and a charger? 

The iPads all come with a black case and we have found that they are pretty durable. The iPads being 

handed out this year are the ones which were given back to us by last year’s P7s so you may notice 

the odd bit of wear and tear.  

 

In terms of chargers, lots of chargers didn’t come back last year therefore children will have a 

choice if they require a charger or not. It would be helpful if you could tell your if they don’t need 

one. 

 

 

When do we give them back? 

After children receive their iPads in P6, they will keep them until the end of P7. At the end of P7, 

children will hand the iPads back and a new iPad will then be issued by their new High School. Although 

we don’t take them back during holidays such as Christmas and Easter, we have decided to keep them 

in school over the summer holidays. 

 

 

Do they need an Apple ID and password? 

When setting up their iPads in school, children will be given a ‘Managed Apple ID’. This is different 

to a usual login as it restricts certain features such as purchasing tools and downloading from the 

‘App Store’. These Apple IDs will have the same passwords as their Microsoft 365 accounts. 

 

Apart from the initial set up, there should be no need for a child to enter this again. If the iPad 

does ask for an ID and password, then your child’s class teacher will be able to reset it. 

 

 

What about passcodes? 

Children will be able to choose their own passcodes for their iPad in order to stop any unauthorised 

use by other children. 

 

If they forget it then the school can quickly reset them HOWEVER… for this to happen the iPad 

must stay powered on and connected to the WiFi. It’s not the end of the world, but as soon as the 

battery dies, we’ll have to completely reset it and it will take the school a couple of hours to sort it 

out rather than 2 minutes! 

 

 

There is no App Store. Does this mean my child can’t download any apps? 

Children will be able to download specific apps which have been pre-approved by the City of 

Edinburgh Council. To do this, they will use an app called ‘Self Service’. There is currently a list of 

100+ apps covering many curricular areas and this list is being added to all the time. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Empowered Learning 

Frequently Asked Questions (Page 2) 
 

 

Is there a way to block my child from accessing things they shouldn’t? 

Yes. As well as restricting apps, each iPad has web-filtering enabled which means that children 

cannot access inappropriate content both in school and at home. 

 

Teachers will have the ability to ‘lock’ iPads as well as restrict the children to only using specific 

apps. Within the classroom, we’ll also have the ability to access the screens of iPads and this is 

particularly useful to check everyone is on task! 

 

 

Will all work be completed on iPads now? 

No - let me assure you that children will not be staring at screens all day! What we hope is that by 

having quick access to devices that we can build a more creative curriculum with a stronger focus on 

digital skills – key to the workforce of the future. 

 

Last year was a learning curve for the school however all our P6 and P7 teachers agreed that having 

iPads in the classroom were hugely beneficial. As part of our School Improvement Plan, teachers will 

be attending a number of courses this year to ensure we are making the most out of the iPads and 

as a school, we are very good at sharing best practice. 

 

 

What if my child forgets to bring their iPad in? 

As set out in the agreement, if your child does not bring their iPad in, they will be required to 

complete work using an alternative method. We are unable to provide spare ones every time a child 

forgets to bring them in as all of our other iPads are regularly in use by other classes. 

 

Although the expectation is that children will bring their iPad to school fully charged each day, 

there may be days where iPads are not used and your child’s teacher will let them know in advance 

to save them bringing them in on those days. 

 

 

Pictures? 

Children love a good selfie…! However the rules on taking photographs in school applies in the same 

way on their iPads as it would a mobile phone.  

 

We found this to be a bit of a grey area last year because the children were often required to take 

photos/videos as part of tasks. What we will make clear is that having an iPad full of selfies and 

photographs which have been taken in school and in the classroom is not acceptable. 

 

Children and parents should be aware that taking the iPads off children is not just an idle threat. 

They were taken off the whole of the P7 year group last year for a period of time. We will not 

hesitate to take iPads off children if they are being used inappropriately – in school or out of school. 


