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Dear Parents & Carers, 

As we near the end of this term it is both hard to 

believe that we have been living with a variety of 

restrictions for over 2 years now and that nearly all 

of these restrictions are now coming to an end! 

There is more information below regarding the 

restrictions still in place in school, but our journey 

back to normality is most definitely moving forward. 

You can see this in school with the different ‘events’ 

that are now beginning to take place (see all the 

photos in this newsletter and on our website!) 

 

The good weather over the last week or so has been 

welcome and as we near the Easter holidays, 

although both staff and children are extremely 

tired and in need of a break, I can definitely sense a 

little spring in everyone’s step! 

 

There is a lot of information contained in this 

newsletter, so please do read it carefully. 

 

I hope you all have a lovely Easter and long may the 

sun shine for us all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary!  
6th April ~ P1 & P2 Dental Inspections 

8th April ~ School closes for the Easter holidays at 

the usual time. We re-open on Monday 25th April. 

 

 

 

 

26th April ~ CKPS Parent Council Meeting at 7pm via 

TEAMs. All welcome. 

27th April ~ Rugby sessions begin for P5A, P5/6 and 

P6A for 6 weeks 

28th April ~ Swimming lessons begin for P5A and 

P5/6 classes at Forrester HS 

2nd May ~ HOLIDAY – School closed. 

3rd May ~ In-Service Day for staff – School closed 

to pupils 

11th May ~ P3 to visit the Science Centre  

12th May ~ Euro Quiz Heats 2022 (P6) 

2nd June/ 3rd June ~ Platinum Jubilee Holiday - 

School closed. We re-open on Monday 6th June. 

 

Staffing 
We welcome Megan Harris, our new Early Years 

Practitioner (EYP) to Carrick Knowe PS on Monday 

4th April. Megan will work with our P1 classes to 

support play-based learning and the transition of our 

children from nursery into P1. 

After the Easter break, we will also welcome Elaine 

McKay, our new Pupil Support Assistant (PSA) who 

will work between our P1-3 classes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week we also say goodbye to Mrs McMorris for 

a while. Mrs McMorris has been working from home 

for the last few weeks but will officially start her 

maternity leave on Thursday 31st March. I will let 

you know when we have some baby news to share! 
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Other staffing news…. 
You may or may not be aware that over the last few 

months we have had an extremely high level of staff 

absence across the school. This situation is 

reflected across the city with some schools at risk 

of partial or full closure and a return to remote 

learning. 

Due to the patience, flexibility, willingness and sheer 

hard work of the whole CKPS staff team, we have 

avoided this and have been able to ensure that all of 

our children have been able to attend school as 

normal. I am hoping that we are beginning to see a 

return to normal levels of staffing and would like to 

thank everyone in school for their support during 

this challenging time. 

 

 

 

Giraffe-Tastic News! 
 

Our very talented artists in P5A, P5/6, P6A and P7A 

all submitted designs for Edinburgh Zoo’s 

competition to design a giraffe for the ‘Giraffes 

Around Town’ trail. We were absolutely delighted 

when Mrs Kane, who was coordinating this, received 

an email to tell her that the judges were so 

impressed with our designs that we had been chosen 

to receive a giraffe to paint with our designs and be 

part of the trail! 

Our giraffe (not life size thankfully!) was delivered 

from the zoo to school yesterday and the classes 

will now get to work to transform it with their 

design. 

We will take lots of photographs, so you can see the 

finished product and will let you know where you can 

go and see the CKPS Giraffe in real life! 

Congratulations to our winners! 

 

 

Platinum Jubilee 
 

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, we are looking 

forward to having some celebrations in school to 

mark HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. These 

events will take place in the week beginning Monday 

30th May, with the Jubilee holiday at the end of this 

week. Further information will be sent home nearer 

the time. 
 

P7 Residential to Lagganlia 
Last week many of our P7 boys and girls spent the 

week at ‘camp’ in Lagganlia. The photos posted on our 

school website each day showed what an amazing 

time they all had! Here is what Leah, Magdalena and 

Alicia had to say about their experience away from 

home……. 

 

Last week primary 7 went to Lagganlia camp. 

When we first got in we went to the common 

room which is where we went for free time. We 

went to go and talk to Scruts who is someone who 

was telling us the story about how Lagganlia was 

created. A few activities that the primary sevens 

liked were canoeing, skiing and gorge walking but 

something we will never forget was when we were 

outside and sang 'I want it that way' by 

Backstreet Boys on repeat. We had a fantastic 

time! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Take a look at our website for lots more photos of 

the P7s week! 

 

 

Big Walk and Wheel, Bikeability and 

Scootathon 
Over the last week or so almost everyone in Carrick 

Knowe has swapped two legs for two wheels at some 

point! 

Firstly Mrs Buchanan, Mr Brewer, Mrs Kane, Mr 

Wallace and Mrs Moore took part in Bikeability 

training so they could run the training sessions for 

our P5- P7 pupils. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



We are also participating in the ‘Big Walk and Wheel’ 

to school and are doing really well on the leader 

board (Mrs Buchanan gives a daily update of where 

we are currently!) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

       
And, in addition this week, P1-P4 are taking part in 

the Carrick Knowe PS Scootathon. You can’t say we 

aren’t active!! 

 

Well done everyone for taking part and 

cycling and scooting safely to school  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Relaxing of Restrictions/Updated 

Guidance 
You will be aware that all around us, restrictions put 

in place due to Covid are now finally being relaxed. 

As you know, in schools, sometimes the restrictions 

and guidance were slightly out of step with the rest 

of society. However, there is a light at the end of 

what has been a very long tunnel, and after Easter 

we will be able to implement the following: 

• It will no longer be a requirement 

for me to send out 'Warn and 

Inform' letters to parents when 

there are positive cases in a class 

(Obviously if there was an outbreak 

I would still let parents know) 

• The need for school staff to do an 

LFT twice weekly has been removed  

• Masks are no longer required in the 

playground, and parents/carers can 

enter the playground at the 

beginning/end of the day without 

restriction. Masks must still be 

worn in communal areas of the 

school building and whilst moving 

about. 

And the one we have all been waiting 

for ……. 

• Parents/carers/visitors etc can 

come back into the school building 

as long as they follow the school 

routine measures e.g. wearing a 

mask inside and adhering to 1m 

social distancing 

The removal of these restrictions will make a huge 

difference to us all and although we will remain 

cautious, this is very good news! 

There does remain a caveat with the last point 

regarding parents and carers coming back into 

school – we are still waiting to hear about the 

guidance around crowds of people, e.g. for a 

performance, and so although we are welcoming you 

back into school, there may still be restrictions on 

numbers of people in one space as the social 

distancing guidance remains at 1m. 

As soon as I have any further detail I will let you 

know, as I am aware this affects whether 

parents/carers will be allowed into school for the 

end of year P7 and P1 assemblies. However….. 

Sports Day can go ahead on Friday 10th June 

(weather permitting!) as this takes place outside. 

The P7 ‘Quali’ can go ahead on Monday 20th June 

And parents/carers can come into the school 

grounds to watch the P7 pupils being piped out on 

the last day – Friday 1st July 

Any other updates on events will come out as soon as 

we can confirm dates and times. 

 

 ‘Mixed Up’ Performance 

In a return to a little bit of normality, the P1 and P2 

children were very fortunate to receive a visit from 

‘Starcatchers’ and participate in a ‘Mixed Up’ 

performance. There were 5-star reviews from both 

children and staff it was - in the word of one P1 

child - “Amazing!!” 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally…. 
An Easter update from the CKPS Parent Council: 

 

Would your child like to do a treasure hunt and win 

a chocolate Easter egg?  Would you like to help 

raise money for our school to buy things like coding 

equipment and toys?  The Carrick Knowe Parent 

Council have come up with a way for you to do all 

three!  We have designed a treasure hunt and have a 

big pile of eggs to give away – enough for two 

winners for every class in the school and nursery! 

 

In the Easter holidays there will be nine Easter 

eggs with letters in them in windows in the local 

area.  Your child will receive a map from school 

with the location of each of these windows marked 

on it before the end of term.  Can your child find 

the letters in the windows and unscramble them to 

work out the Easter word?!  To be in with a chance 

of winning one of the chocolate eggs you need to 

send the completed form with the word on it to the 

school with your child by Friday the 29th of April 

with £1 in cash. All the money will go to helping the  

school as all the eggs have been kindly donated by 

Tesco! 

With 28 boxed chocolate eggs to give away your 

child has a great chance of winning one! 

Good luck and happy hunting! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please let us know if you, or anyone you know, 

requires school information in a different language. 

 

I hope you all have a lovely break over the holidays. 

 

 

 

 

Gail Canning                                                 

Headteacher 

 

Website: carrickknoweprimary.com 

             @CarrickKnowe 

   

 

 

“If we had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant” 
 

Anne Bradstreet 

 


