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Dear Parents & Carers, 

I hope this newsletter finds you all well. 

As you are aware, in the past week we have been 

able to relax some of the restrictions in school by 

removing the one-way system and ending the 

staggered finish to the day. With the restarting of 

face to face assemblies this week, it is almost 

beginning to feel normal again! 

Thank you to all for continuing to wear face 

coverings and not gathering in groups within the 

school grounds. It is much appreciated. 

Despite some bad weather, spring IS on its way with 

some of the daffodils in the school grounds making 

an appearance and the nights are definitely getting 

lighter. I think this gives us all a lift!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary!  
4th March ~ World Book Day – see below for further 

details 

9th/10th March ~ Empowered Learning Deployment – 

see below for further details 

11th March ~ P7 pupils to visit Forrester HS 

Week beginning 14th March ~ P7 Residential Camp 

to Lagganlia returning on 18th March 

Week beginning 14th March ~ last week of this 

block of Active School After School Clubs 

14th March ~ Gemma Robertson, our new Business 

Manager joins us in CKPS 

24th/25th March ~ Parent Consultation meetings. 

We still cannot say whether these will take place  

 

 

 

 

face to face or not. As soon as I know I will be in 

touch. 

25th March ~ Celebrating Success Assembly 

6th April ~ P1 and P2 Dental Inspections 

8th April ~ School closes for the Easter holidays at 

the usual time. We re-open on Monday 25th April. 

 

Provisional dates – a reminder about some events 

that MAY be able to take place. Please note 

they may be cancelled or re-scheduled. I will 

keep you updated as soon as I can. 

 

• Friday 10th June – Sports Day 

• Friday 17th June at 9.30am – P1 Assembly for 

parents/carers 

• Monday 20th June – P7 ‘Quali’ 

• Tuesday 28th June at 1.30pm – P7 Leavers 

Assembly for parents/carers 

• Wednesday 29th June – Whole School Fun 

Afternoon 

• Friday 1st July – End of term service at 

Carrick Knowe Parish church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staffing 
As you will have seen from the ‘Dates for your 

diary’ section, Miss Gemma Robertson will join 

Carrick Knowe PS staff on Monday 14th March as our 

new Business Manager. Miss Robertson will work in 

CKPS on Mondays, Tuesdays and alternate Fridays. 

 

Last week, following interview, we also appointed a 

new Pupil Support Assistant (PSA) who will work 

within our early years classes and an Early Years 

Practitioner (EYP). Our EYP will work initially with 

the P1 and nursery classes to support play-based 
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learning in P1. She will also support the transition of 

the new intake of P1s from nursery into school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Book Day 2022 
We will be celebrating World Book Day this Friday 

(4th March). It is always one of the highlights of the 

C.K.P.S calendar and we are very excited to be able 

to celebrate it altogether in school this year! All 

pupils (and staff) who would like to take part are 

invited to come to school dressed as their favourite 

story book characters. Classes will all get a chance 

to show off their costumes at their assembly on 

Friday morning. What a fantastic way to re-launch 

live assemblies back into the school! There will be a 

prize for the most creative costume in each class. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Window Wanderland 

I hope you have noticed the lovely artwork from 

several of our classes which is attached to the 

entrance gates to school. Miss Hussain has been 

working with the children on this artwork as part of 

the Corstorphine Window Wanderland event.  

Due to the high winds it had to be attached VERY 

securely and it did survive! Thank you to Rachel Kerr 

who donated the fairy lights, so passers-by wouldn’t 

miss us showcasing the talents of our pupils. 

 
 

 

 

Bike Pump Installation 
As part of our commitment to active travel, 

SUSTRANS are installing a bicycle pump on the 

school grounds near the bike sheds at the nursery 

entrance. This work will commence on Friday 4th 

March with the ground being prepared and then the 

pumps will be installed on Saturday 12th March. 

Children and families will be able to use this to pump 

up their bike tyres at any time when the school 

grounds are open. 

 

 

 

 

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
Whether you are a fan of the royal family or not, I 

think we are all looking forward to the long weekend 

we will get in celebration of the Queens Platinum 

Jubilee.  

In school we would like to mark this milestone in 

some way and after the past two years I think we 

deserve a day of celebration and fun! Staff in school 

have had initial ideas about how we can celebrate 

with the children – from a street party in the 

playground to dressing up and learning about the 

Queen through the different decades. However, any 

other ideas would be most welcome so please do let 

us have them as we will begin to plan for this event 

soon.  

 

Empowered Learning 
The Empowered Learning programme within 

Edinburgh aims to provide all learners from P6 – S6 

with their own iPad to enhance learning at school and 

home. In Carrick Knowe this is being rolled out in the 

next week or so and parents/carers of P6 and P7 

already have information about this. In addition, 

staff continue to receive training around using the 

1:1 iPads in class effectively, and in trialling new apps 

to use – it’s the classroom of the future! 

 

 

Reporting 
You may remember that just before Christmas, a 

questionnaire was sent out to all parents/carers 

asking for your views and opinions about how we 

currently report on your child’s learning here at 

CKPS. We asked which aspects of our Reporting 

were most helpful and which were not. We received 

58 responses and the Working Group looking at this 

in school have considered these. 

I would like to consult a bit more on this and the 

most effective way of getting a really good picture 

of current opinion is to ensure that we have a wide 

range of parents to gather from. As a result, I am 

going to approach parents directly to be part of this 

second consultation group. This is to ensure I hear 

from parents/carers at all stages across the school. 

If, of course you would particularly like to be part 

of this group you are most welcome and do get in 

touch to let me know! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

       Current events in Ukraine 
As you will have seen from my letter yesterday, we 

are proud to have pupils in Carrick Knowe who are 

keen to help others in need. We have already 

received many donations which will soon be on the 

way to those who need them. A reminder that any 

donations of nappies, warm clothes (good condition), 

gloves, hats and warm blankets should be brought to 

school by Thursday 3rd March at the latest. A huge 

thank you for your support with this. 

 

In addition, I am aware that many parents may be 

wondering how to answer the questions their 

children are asking with regards to the 

Ukraine/Russia situation or how we are dealing with 

this in school. 

 

Class teachers have been taking their lead from the 

children - if it has been raised, they are answering 

the questions in an age-appropriate manner and in a 

way as to try not to increase any anxiety or worry. 

If it has not been raised by a child, they are not 

bringing it up in class. We are also very aware of the 

different ethnicities within school and keeping a 

close eye on how any discussion, reporting etc may 

affect them.  

  

Please find links below to articles which may support 

you in talking to your child or answering any 

questions they may have.  

 

https://www.bps.org.uk/news-and-policy/supporting-

children-manage-anxiety-over-war-conflict-and-

crises 

 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/25/help-

for-teachers-and-families-to-talk-to-pupils-about-

russias-invasion-of-ukraine-and-how-to-help-them-

avoid-misinformation/ 

 

https://metro.co.uk/2022/02/24/how-to-talk-

to-children-about-whats-happening-in-ukraine-

16163133/ 

 

 

 

 

 

A gentle reminder…...  
If your child is going to be absent from school, 

please do contact us to let us know. You can either 

phone and leave a message on the designated 

absence line, or phone the main office in the 

morning. It saves our office staff a lot of time in 

phoning round lots of parents/carers. Thank you. 

 

Finally…. 
Many of you use the drop off and pick up walk to 

school to walk your dogs too. In school we have a 

number of children who are frightened of or are 

allergic to dogs. For health and safety reasons, dogs 

are NOT allowed in the playground at any time, or 

whilst collecting children from the After-School 

Club. This includes dogs which can be carried. 

We would also be grateful if, you do bring a dog to 

drop off or pick up time, you stand back from the 

barrier to allow children who are wary to pass 

without being alarmed. I appreciate your support and 

understanding with this. 

 

 

Please let us know if you, or anyone you know, 

requires school information in a different language. 

 

 

 

Gail Canning                                                 

Headteacher 

 

Website: carrickknoweprimary.com 

             @CarrickKnowe 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“You cannot do a kindness too soon, for you never know how soon it will be too 
late.” 

 Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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