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Dear Parents & Carers, 

I hope this newsletter finds you all well. 

The past few weeks have been challenging with a 

rise in positive COVID cases in school and nursery.  

As the guidance continues to change, I hope you 

found the flowchart we sent out the other day 

helpful in informing you of the most up to date self-

isolation and testing advice. Continuing to wash 

hands regularly and effectively, wearing face 

coverings and avoiding large groups will hopefully 

help us in reducing our numbers of positive cases in 

the weeks to come. 

 

 
Dates for your diary!  

Week Beg 31st January ~ Hannah Mulvihill, a 

teaching student beginning with Mr Harper and P2A 

until 11.03.22 

2nd February ~ Showing Racism The Red Card 

Workshops for P7 classes 

4th February ~ Scots Assembly 

Week Beg 7th February ~ Children’s Mental Health 

Week 

11th February ~ Children’s Mental Health Week 

Assembly 

11th February ~ School closes for the February 

holiday at the usual time 

Monday 21st February ~ School resumes 

23rd February ~ P1 and P2 Dental Inspections 

24th February ~ Parent Council Meeting. 7pm via 

Microsoft Teams. All welcome. 

25th February ~ Bikeability Instructors Training – 

for staff and parents who noted interest 

1st March ~ P7 Camp Information Session (TEAMS) 

4th March ~ World Book Day Assembly (more 

information to follow about World Book Day) 

 

*We are focussing on our School Value of Kindness 

this term. 

 

 

 

 

Staffing 

I am delighted to announce that Mrs Emily McMorris 

who teaches in several of our classes is expecting 

her third baby. Many congratulations to her and her 

family. Although Baby McMorris is not expected to 

arrive until the end of April, in the current 

circumstances, Mrs McMorris will be working from 

home from the beginning of February until her 

maternity leave begins.  

We are fortunate to have secured Ms Hussain, who 

many of you will know, to take over from Mrs 

McMorris from February until the end of the school 

session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Mental Health Week – w/b 7th February 

We are excited to be able to celebrate this week in 

school this year as well as raising money for 

‘Place2Be’, a fantastic charity who work hard to 

support children’s mental health in a variety of ways. 

We have lots of things planned to raise awareness of 

the importance of maintaining good mental health in 

school and at home. More details will follow in a 

letter from Miss Inglis next week. 

 

 

 

 

Updated Information – School Photographer 

As you will be aware we had booked the school 

photographer to come into school to take individual 

and family group photographs. Unfortunately, we had 

to cancel yet again due to the restrictions at that 

time. We will rebook as soon as we can to have these 

photographs, plus the P1 and P7 class photographs 

taken. 
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January In-Service Day 

Although we are still in January, our In-Service Day 

seems like a very long time ago! 

During this day, school staff participated in a 

variety of different professional learning. This 

included planning for the Moderation of Reading 

within Carrick Knowe PS, considering the impact of 

poverty on the achievement of the children in our 

school and looking at how diverse our school is. It 

was a busy but productive and interesting day and 

we hope that our own learning has a positive impact 

on the experiences of the children and families of 

Carrick Knowe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Improving the entrance to our school 

You may remember before Christmas, Active Travel 

colleagues within the council, Sustrans and 

Corstorphine Connections worked together with our 

JRSOs (Junior Road Safety Officers) to consider 

how best to improve the area at the entrance to our 

school and to give people more space. The children 

came up with some fabulous ideas and the designers 

were able to incorporate these into potential plans. 

The drawing at the very end of this newsletter 

shows what we are aiming for. We don’t yet have a 

timescale for these improvements, but I will keep 

you updated. Most of the work would be carried out 

over school holiday periods for obvious reasons. 

Also, please remember that once we are able to do 

away with our one way system, this will be the 

entrance and exit for children and families. 

 

 

    Scots Verse Speaking 

 

Today, Miss Inglis and I had the very great pleasure 

of hearing all of our Scots Poetry Finalists recite 

their poems. As always, the standard was extremely 

high and a huge well done to every single child who 

spent time and effort learning their Scots poem. 

Thank you also to the parents and carers who have 

clearly put in lots of work to support this! From our 

oldest pupils reciting very long Robert Burns poems 

to our youngest P1 pupils showing great confidence in 

performing for the first time, it really was 

wonderful to see and hear. The extremely difficult 

job of deciding on the winners for each stage is on-

going, and they will be announced at or Assembly 

next Friday. Along with the Poetry winners, we will 

also reveal the winners of our Scottish Art 

Competition and our Scots Writing Competition (P5-

7). 

 

 

 

 

Parent Consultations 

Our second round of Parent Consultations are due to 

take place on Thursday 24th and Friday 25th March. 

Currently, I have no indication of whether that will 

take place in person or via phone call again, but I will 

keep you updated as soon as I can.                           

 

 

P5 Free School Meals 

You may be aware that from the beginning of this 

term, the Scottish Government has funded free 

school meals for all children in P5. 

However, this automatic entitlement does 

not extend to the holiday payments or child bridging 

payments. Families must continue to meet the 

income-based eligibility criteria in order to receive 

these additional payments, as is the case for pupils 

in P1-P4. 

If you require any further information about this, 

please contact either myself or Laura Doig, our 

Home School Link Worker, here in school. 

 

 

Finally…. 

A huge thank you to everyone who continues to 

adhere to the restrictions on the roads around the 

school at the stated times. This is really making a 

huge difference to the safety of all of our children 

going to and from school. It is much appreciated. 

Just a reminder that although the restrictions are 

in place, residents and disabled drivers ARE still 

allowed, so please always keep an eye on your 

children at all times. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please let us know if you, or anyone you know, 

requires school information in a different language. 

 

 

 

Gail Canning                                                 

Headteacher 

 

Website: carrickknoweprimary.com 

 

 

             @CarrickKnowe 

   

               

The proposed design to improve the 

entrance to our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“If you see someone without a smile, give them one of yours.” 

 

Dolly Parton 


