
         

 

 
Achieving excellence together 
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Dear Parents & Carers, 

We are now at the end of term and I think 

everyone is in dire need of their holidays! 

As I said in the newsletter earlier in 

December, on behalf of the whole CKPS 

team we would like to wish you all a very 

Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

A reminder that there is an In-Service Day 

in January and so the children return to 

school on Thursday 6th January 2022. 

 

 

 

‘It’s A Baby – Nativity Performance’ 

A huge thank you to all the staff (a special 

mention to Mrs Christie), and children who 

worked so hard to put on our P1-3 virtual 

nativity “It’s A Baby’’.  

It’s not as easy as it looks, and everyone did 

a fantastic job. We’re keeping 

EVERYTHING crossed that next Christmas 

we will be welcoming you back to the school 

hall for a face to face performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

It really IS a baby!! 

We are delighted to announce that on 26th 

November, Mr Harper became a proud 

daddy to a beautiful baby girl. Both mummy 

and baby are doing very well. Baby’s name is 

Evie and we are all looking forward to 

meeting her! 

 

Family Days 

When your child is in the nursery class, it is 

possible to take ‘Family Days’, i.e. a day 

when your child stays at home or is joining 

in a day out with family. This can be 

accommodated due to nursery attendance 

not being statutory. 

This DOES NOT transfer to primary school 

however, and we cannot authorise a ‘Family 

Day’ for the above reasons. Any such 

absence would be marked as an 

‘Unauthorised Absence’. 

 

 

Severe Weather 

 

 

So far this winter we have been fortunate 

with the weather, however past experience 

tells us that often the worst of the winter 

hits in the coming months. We will always do 

our outmost to keep the school open in 

severe weather but on occasion, there may 
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be times when, to keep everyone safe, we 

have to close. In the event that we have to 

close midway through the day, it is 

ESSENTIAL that we have up to date 

contact details for you. Please let Mrs 

Matear in the office know if any of your 

contact details have changed – particularly 

mobile phone numbers as we must be able to 

contact you in any emergency.   

If there is a decision to close the school 

early in the morning or the night before, we 

will post this information as soon as 

possible on the school website and on our 

Twitter feed. Mrs Matear will also send an 

email via ParentPay to all parents. 

Keep listening to Forth FM as they update 

on school closures too. Everyone keep their 

fingers crossed that there is no need for us 

to close at all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P5 Lunches 

From January 2022, every P5 child, 

regardless of circumstances will be entitled 

to a free school lunch. You MUST still 

order these in the same way on Parent Pay 

HOWEVER, for the first two weeks back, 

please order them in the way Mrs Matear 

has asked you to! We will send out a 

reminder when you should revert to 

ordering them on Parent Pay. I hope this all 

makes sense, but please do contact us if 

not! 

 

 

Keeping Our Children Safe 

Most of you will be aware of the 

restrictions on the road outside school put 

there by the City of Edinburgh Council in a 

bid to help keep all of our children safe on 

 their way to and from school. You may or 

may not agree with the restrictions, but I 

don’t think anyone can argue that they are 

there for a very good reason. 

Mrs Centola does a fabulous job for us in 

the morning and at the end of the school 

day in helping keep our children safe at the 

gate. She should NOT however, be 

expected to tolerate verbal abuse from 

drivers of vehicles who are unhappy with 

the restrictions. She is there to keep 

children safe and incredibly, a lot of this 

comes from parents and grandparents of 

our children. Should this continue, we have 

been advised to pass the registration 

numbers of the cars to our community 

police officers. 

Please support us in keeping the area 

outside of school safe for our children!! 

 

 

Pick-Up time 

As indicated in Mrs Matear’s note earlier in 

the week, parents should use the school 

driveway space right up to the cones when 

collecting children at the end of the day. 

This will allow more space for people to 

socially distance in a safer area. 

 

Also, a reminder that children should not be 

cycling or scooting up and down the drive 

when waiting for older siblings. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Council Funds! 

An apology! In the last newsletter I 

mentioned that our lovely Parent Council 

had funded some toys for the P1 classes 

and promised I would include a photograph. 

The photo was missed so please see it below 

- thank you again Parent Council! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carrick Knowe Kindness – Social Bite 

Donations 

I would like to take this opportunity to say 

an enormous thank you to everyone who has 

donated a gift for us to hand on to ‘Social 

Bite’. Once again, we were overwhelmed by 

your kindness in helping those less 

fortunate than ourselves have a better 

Christmas. The true meaning of Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally…… I hope you all have a wonderful 

Christmas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please let us know if you or anyone you know 

requires this newsletter, or any other 

school information in a different language. 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter  

 @CarrickKnowe 

 

 

Website: 

https://carrickknoweprimary.com/ 

 

 
 

 
Gail Canning 

Headteacher 

 

"Christmas is most truly Christmas when we celebrate it by giving the light of 

love to those who need it most." 

Ruth Carter Stapleton 
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