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Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

WELCOME BACK 2021-22 

A very warm welcome back to all our returning 

children and families, and a special welcome both to 

our new P1 children and other new children and 

families who have joined Carrick Knowe PS this 

session. Despite the restrictions we are still 

governed by (for the first 6 weeks at least), we are 

very much looking forward to another busy and 

productive year ensuring that all we do is continually 

improving outcomes for our learners. 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary!  
You should all have received a school calendar last 

week, but as intimated all dates and plans for 

school events are subject to change! 

 

3rd September ~ Virtual Assembly ~ “Building 

Resilience” 

17th September ~ Virtual Assembly ~ “Staying 

Connected” 

20th September ~ September Holiday ~ School 

closed. It will reopen on Tuesday 21st 

September at 8.50am. 

Week beginning 27th September ~ Maths Week 

Scotland 

29th September ~ Tempest Photographer in school – 

Family and individual photographs 

1st October ~ Virtual Assembly ~ “Celebrating 

Success” 

7th/8th October ~ Parent Consultations (TBC) 

15th October ~ Virtual Assembly ~ “End of term” 

15th October ~ October week holiday ~ School 

closes at normal time and will reopen for pupils on 

Tuesday 26th October at 8.50am. 

25th October ~ In-service Day for staff (school 

closed to pupils) 

 

 

 

 

Thank you! 
You may remember at the end of last session, it was 

suggested that instead of buying an end-of–term 

gift for school staff, parents/carers could donate to 

our chosen charity of ‘Hopscotch’. This is an 

Edinburgh based charity who provide respite for 

vulnerable and disadvantaged children. Your 

extremely generous donations meant we were able to 

send a cheque to Hopscotch for £981 which is an 

amazing amount and will make a big difference to 

them – we are all very grateful to everyone who 

donated – thank you very, very much. 

 

Active Schools 

We are pleased to be able to welcome Shona Clark 

our Active Schools Coordinator back into school. 

Shona is now able to re-establish the different 

activities and clubs offered to children from Active 

Schools pre-Covid. There is a change in the model 

proposed for primary schools and part of this 

change is that all Active Schools activities will be 

free of charge to all pupils. 

We are currently finalising times, days and coaches 

for the clubs we want to run, and information 

regarding these will come out to families soon. We 

are hoping these clubs will commence in the week 

beginning 20th September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Covid Guidance/Restrictions 

As explained in a previous letter to all 

parents/carers, the majority of the restrictions we 

had in place last session had to remain in place for 

the beginning of the new session. These will be 

reviewed on 29th September. This includes our one-

way system around the school (including when 



 

children are collecting bikes and scooters at the end 

of the day), encouraging as many parents as possible 

not to enter the school grounds and our staggered 

finishes at the end of the day. 

One aspect where we have seen quite a change in is 

the number of adults entering the school grounds 

with no face covering. With the sharp increase in 

positive cases of Covid in Edinburgh and across the 

country, we would be extremely grateful if, unless 

exempt, ALL adults entering the school grounds 

wear a face covering. 

Thank you for your support with this and keeping our 

whole school community safe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our School Values 

To all our new parents and children at CKPS - our 

school values are  

KINDNESS, RESPECT, HONESTY and 

RESPONSIBILITY. 

As over the past years, we will be promoting these 

values, embedding them within the school community 

and continuing to think about what they look like in 

our daily lives here in Carrick Knowe and beyond. 

Several of our assemblies throughout the year will 

be ‘Values’ focused and we use the language of our 

values in discussions with children regarding 

behaviour – both positive and negative.  

We have decided to focus on ‘HONESTY’’ in this 

first term and think about what it means to be 

honest with each other and ourselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Road Safety 

As many of you will be aware, our CKPS Parent 

Council campaigned long and hard to improve the 

safety of our children travelling to and from school, 

resulting in the traffic restrictions outside of 

school. The signs on the planters display the timings 

of the restrictions on vehicles entering the area 

around the school but I’m aware that due to cars 

parking near the planters, the signs are often not 

visible. I have passed this on the department dealing 

with the signage etc and suggested that perhaps 

putting the information on a lamp post or pole would 

help make it more visible. Thank you to everyone for 

following the guidance and keeping the area outside 

of school a safe place for children and families. 

 

 

 

 

 

School Football 

It is good news that school football is now able to 

commence. We currently have a parent volunteer to 

coach and organise the matches for P7, but other 

stages in school would like to take part if they had a 

coach. If we have any willing volunteers out there, 

please let us know ASAP!  

 

House/Sports Captains 

Our P7s have been busy putting together their 

campaigns and filming their speeches in a bid to be 

elected either House or Sports Captains. The 

speeches are being shown to each class and the 

children will have the opportunity to vote for their 

choice. Watch this space for the results!! 

 

 

 

Two pleas… 

Firstly, we have several children in school who have 

severe nut allergies. To keep all our children safe, 

we would ask for your support in ensuring nuts, or 

products containing nuts, are not brought into school 

for snacks or in packed lunches. Thank you. 

Secondly, please, please label children’s clothing and 

any other items brought to school. Already we have 

many sweatshirts etc with no name and no way of 

knowing who they belong to. Please name your child’s 

belongings so we can reunite items with their owner. 

 

 

 

 

Reassurance Teddies 

You may remember that during lockdown, Fiona 

Mathieson, the minister of Carrick Knowe church 

organised lots of members and friends of the church 

to knit ‘Reassurance Teddies’ for our P1 and 2 

children on their return to school last August.  

This was such a success that it was repeated this 

year for our new P1 children and each child has 

received their very own teddy. This has helped the 

children settle into school and we would like to say a 



huge thank you to everyone at Carrick Knowe church 

who gave up their time to knit for us!!  

 

We really appreciate it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free School Meals 

As from August 2021 all children in P1 -P4 are 

entitled to free school meals regardless of their 

circumstances. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS IN P1-4 AND ORDERS A 

SCHOOL MEAL, PLEASE DO NOT ADD FUNDS 

TO PARENTPAY. For those of you who have 

continued to pay since our return to school in 

August, Mrs Matear is in the process of refunding 

this money. 

However, many of the other supports, grants and 

other monies we are awarded or can apply for, often 

depend on the numbers of children ENTITILED to 

free school meals. 

Although, as I’ve said above, all P1-4 children receive 

free school meals, if you would be ENTITLED to 

free school meals due to your circumstances, it is 

important you apply for these in the way you would 

have previously. It really does make a difference to 

our school. 

 

I realise this is quite confusing, so please do contact 

me in school if you have any questions or require 

support to apply for free meals. 

 

School Gates 

For safety reasons, during the school day we close 

but don’t lock the school gates. If you are entering 

school and the gates are closed, please ensure that 

you close them behind you when you come in. We 

appreciate your support with this. 

 

Finally……as always, we appreciate feedback from 

parents, carers and families in what we are doing 

well and how we can continue to improve.  

If you have any questions, queries or concerns, 

please come and speak to us ~ the playground 

grapevine can often lead to misinformation and 

parental anxiety ~ ask US! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gail Canning 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

Website: carrickknoweprimary.com 

 

 

                     @CarrickKnowe  

 

 

  
 

 

Please let us know if you, or anyone you know, 

requires school information in a different 

language. 

 

 

 

 

 
“You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. 

You can steer yourself any direction you choose.” 

Dr. Seuss 

 

 


