
 

Parent Council Minutes – 10 November 2020 
 

1. Welcome and apologies 
Present – Jeanette Ross (chairperson of PC), Linda Swinson (PC Vice Chairperson), Rachel Kerr (PC Secretary), 
Gail MacLean (Head Teacher), Catriona Iley (Deputy Head Teacher), Shaun Morley (Principle Teacher), Laura 
Inglis (Principal Teacher), Steph Clark (Principle Teacher), Ewan Morrison (Class Teacher), Shiv Solway, Claire 
Grieve, Kerry Cleland, Fiona McLean, Kirsten Mackie, Kirsten Ammah, Katerina Pelentridou, Kate Sher, Lorna 
Fogden, Sangtao Li, Suzie Laird, Geri Smith. 
 

2. Actions from previous meetings 
1. The trim trail has now been fixed (see discussion later in meeting) 

 
3. New Members 
- New members of PC: 
Katerina Pelentridou 
Samm Hamilton 
Nyssa Barron 
Joanne Kermack 
Dana Burnside 
Julie Dunn 
All were nominated by Linda and seconded by Laetitia. 

 
4. Headteacher’s School and Nursery update 
Covid arrangements 
Mrs MacLean reported that there had been a positive Covid test reported and that all staff and families who 
needed to be informed had been notified.  She was not able to identify the person. 
Updated guidance had been received by the school that PE can take place indoors where weather doesn’t 
permit outdoor PE. 
Mrs McLean gave her thanks to all those who have been wearing face masks.  She can only ask people to wear 
them and has now authority to challenge anyone who isn’t wearing one.  She hopes to get the kids to produce 
posters to encourage everyone to wear them. 
Euroquiz 
The Carrick Knowe Team came 3rd in the Euroquiz final across Scotland – a huge well done! 
Christmas  
There will be no Christmas post.   
The school hopes to have Christmas parties for each class in their classroom.   
A box will be put at the front door to collect Christmas jumpers so they can be quarantined and then given out 
to any children who need one.  They can wear them on the pantomime day (the pantomime will be online) and 
the last day. 
Building Work  
Almost complete.  Scaffolding due to come down and some roof repair is needed due to damage from 
scaffolding. 
Staff 
Mrs Buchanan is due back from maternity leave on 26 November.  Ms Pincock will be reducing her days and 
she and Mrs Buchanan will be sharing  her class. 
Sam Bell will be leaving P3 to teach in Trinity PS.  Mrs Clark and Mrs Henderson will be sharing her class. 



Blended Learning 
A Blended Learning Strategy has been developed for if we go into lockdown again.  Hopefully we won’t need 
it!  Mrs McLean will make it available to any parents who wish to see it. 
Fundraising 
The PTA money has now been transferred to the school.  It will be used to pay for the Christmas parties and 
also for a new speaker. 
Equalities 
Mr Morrison spoke about this as he and Mr Brewer are looking at the school’s Equalities and Anti Bullying 
Policy.  They will be doing a survey of parents and passing info to the cluster school contact to collate. 
P7 Camp 
The school have been asked if they are willing to change the P7 camp to the summer term if that meant the 
kids could go.  The school will do what they can to ensure the kids can go. 
 

5.  Nursery Update 

Mrs Iley explained that the Nursery now provides full days with 60 kids attending full time.  It was a huge 
amount of work for the staff to arrange this over the summer on top of covid rules.  The nursery are split into 2 
groups and there are 4 new staff with more to start, because of the longer hours. 
The Care Inspectorate had an unannounced visit in February and gave the nursery two “5’s” – all are delighted, 
it’s marked out of 6 and 6’s are incredibly hard to achieve.  The QIO said that Carrick Knowe Nursery’s report 
was one of the best she’d seen recently.  Mrs McLean added her congratulations to Mrs Iley that she’s doing a 
fantastic job in leading the Nursery. 
They have started to use the website and blogs 
 

6. Treasurer’s Update 
£6,826 in account (£692 was the ‘per capita’ allowance from CEC for this year, £3,483 was transferred from the 
PTA account and £1,889 from the Uniform Sales account).  We are yet to receive an invoice for the rent costs 
of the Parent Council and PTA ‘lets’ (ie use of the school building). 
 

7.  Trim Trail Damage Prevention 
A discussion was had regarding prevention of damage to the newly refurbished Trim Trail.  A number of 
suggestions were put forward including: 

- Raising the level of the fence and putting a lock on the gate so that kids from Saturday football clubs 
can’t access it in their football studs 

- Putting signs up asking non-school organisations not to use the Trim Trail 
- Sending a letter to the organisations who rent the school grounds asking them not to use them. 

 

Jeanette and Kate are to gather a group of people to discuss these ideas. 
 

8.  Upper School Reading Books 
There is a limited selection of group reading books in the school and sometimes there aren’t enough copies of 
a particular book in order to use it.  Some of the PTA money has been used to fund buying more but it’s a long 
term goal to build up the stock again as books are expensive.  The school are happy to receive a donation of 
books. The Early Years end of the school are now very well stocked.  Clare Grieve offered the books that the 
PTA had gathered for prizes. 
 

9. Road Restrictions 
Road restrictions around the school have been approved by the first committee in CEC.  Unfortunately the 
later meetings have so far been postponed but CEC will inform Mrs McLean and Jeanette once fully approved 
and it is likely that the restrictions will be put in place very fast once approved. 

 
10.  Christmas Card Update 
Clare explained that the cards should be with the school shortly for distribution. 
 

11.  Raffle Update 
Kirsten Mackie explained that the organisation for this is going well, and the new members to the team were 
much appreciated.  More prizes than last year have now been donated (30!) including an ipad, cake voucher, 



tuition vouchers, afternoon tea donation.  They have just received the licence, thanks to Jeanette’s hard work.  
The tickets will be sold via Parentpay and advertised on FB, the website and by letter.  £1 per ticket.  Ticket 
sales will end Weds 16 December at midnight and the draw will be on 17th, with the winners posted up on FB 
and the website after that. 
 

12.  Outdoor Learning 
A communication was put out to parents requesting spare wellies to be donated to the school.  A few have 
come in. 
 

13.  Percy Pigs 
There is to be a ‘Guess his birthday’ competition for school children and the prize is a large Percy Pig and a jar 
of sweeties. 
 

14.  AOB 
It was suggested that the school set up an Amazon wish list.  However, unfortunately the school can only 
purchase from CEC approved companies and Amazon isn’t one of them.   
 

Mrs McLean will look into whether a similar type of list can be set up elsewhere. 

 
15.  Next Meeting 
 

Date of next meetings: 
Fundraising – Tuesday 19th January 2021 

Parent Council - Thursday 4th February 2021 


