
  
 

 Minutes from the Parent Council meeting 

Thursday the 26th Sept 2019 

 
1. Welcome and apologies    

Present – Jeanette Ross (chairperson of PC), Linda Swinson (PC secretary), Laura Inglis (Principal 
Teacher), Gail MacLean (Head Teacher), Rachel Kerr, Joanna Mclean, Fiona Mclean, Shiv Solway, Ben 
Winger, Mhari Davidson (class teacher), Gosia Drewa and Ewan Morrison (class teacher). 
Apologies – Clare Dunne, Kate Sher and Julie Marham 
 
2. Actions from previous minutes 

• The PTA got five new parents along to last their last meeting. 
Some of those new parents are happy to help with the school uniform order. 

• Shiv is happy to take on the responsibility of encouraging more parents to look at whether the 
companies they work for having corporate helping funds we can tap into. 

• We have agreed that the issue of not having class assemblies every year does not need to go on 
the agenda for another meeting as there is nothing more to be discussed on that point. 

• The new p7 football team, run by Mrs Bennett, are doing well and have one their first match!  
There are also now football teams for children in p6 and p4-5, both run by parent volunteers. 

 

Action 1 – Shiv to meet with Gail to create a letter to e-mail to parents and put on Facebook to ask 
parents if they companies they work for have community help programmes. 
Action 2 – Linda, as the p3 rep, to write to the p3 parents to encourage them to set up a school p3 
football team. 

 
3. Head teacher report 
Staffing 
The nursery teacher has expressed an interest in coming along to the PC meetings but was unable to 
make tonight. 
Odhran O’Connell, the current p3 teacher, is leaving the school after 5 years to take up post in Loretto 
RC primary in East Lothian. His last day will be Friday 11th October. The recruitment process underway. 
We have recruited a Home School Link Worker.  It is a temporary post as it is funded by PEF.  We have 
recruited Laura Doig who will be seconded from Nursery.  The role is to support parents, families and 
children e.g. attendance; engagement in children’s learning etc. 
Lewis Harper was married at the weekend! 
Mrs Buchanan is leaving for maternity leave a week after the October break.  The recruitment process 
for her replacement will begin soon. 
Building Works 
Building works are on-going. Some of the work cannot be completed until the October holidays e.g. 
windows in stairwells etc. The work running slightly behind but there is an end in sight and library etc. 
can be reinstalled and we can have our car parking area back! 
Playground Maintenance 
The trim trail has been inspected and the surfaces are starting to curl up.  The PTA are not able to fund 
the repairs as it will cost £4,000.  So we may have to close it.  Mrs Iley looking into alternative funding 



  
 

such as lottery funding or asking Oscars, the after school club, who use it heavily.  It was suggested that 
other grants might be available, eg airport funds, new house building funds or solar panel funds. 
It is important to bare maintenance in mind when putting in any other playground or other buys from 
PTA/PC. 
Bikeability 
Ewan Morrison, p7 teacher, has set up bikeability.  He is looking for parent helpers to help run the 5 
week course.  It would involve completing a one day course on a Saturday and then coming to the 
school to help run the course from 11 to 12 on a Friday morning.  You have to be able to cycle but you 
don’t have to own your own bike. 
Maths Week Scotland 
Week beginning 30/09/19 – Mr Morley leading on it. 
There are ten parent helpers in to help run the week.   
Values Logo competition 
All children involved, they have all designed a logo and the winner will be chosen by an anonymous 
vote by staff. 
Park Smart 
Banners have been put up by Ewan Morrison and the Junior Road Safety Officers (JRSOs). 
Park Smart launch officially on Monday with community police officer and the ‘CKPS Police signs’ 
 

Action 1 – Jeanette to post onto the Facebook parents site to see if any parents would be interested in 
helping out with bikeability. 

  
4. School Improvement Plan 
The first item in the current School Improvement planning is to improve attainment in writing for the 
p3-7s.  The school are trying to improve engagement in writing tasks and the writing process.  The 
teaching staff all went to an Andrew Cremance training session on writing in the inservice day and 
found it to be very inspiring and useful. 
Possible parent council involvement - to think about what the school could do to help parents to 
engage our children in writing both at home and at school. 
Second item is Health and Wellbeing – Edinburgh Council have finalised their health and wellbeing 
guidelines strategy.  It now needs to be adopted by the school.  One of the important areas in these 
guidelines is sexual health and relationships.  There will be a parent information session run by the 
school for all parents to explain what will be covered in this area for each year group. 
Possible parent council involvement – look over the guidelines and advice the school on what they 
think parents might be anxious about. 
 

Action 1 – Jeanette – to add these two suggestions to the work package list. 

  
5. PEF, STEM, Scottish book week, nurture and literacy 
The writing training mentioned above focuses on how to teach writing skills and Laura is going to go on 
another course of his and will share this with the other teaching staff. 
The p4-7s have a new reflective reading program to encourage higher order thinking and there has 
been very positive feedback from it from the staff. 



  
 

Book week is from the 18th to the 24th of November.  If any parents or family member have jobs that 
use reading, books or illustrations it would be great to get them into the school that week to talk to the 
children about their jobs. 
STEM is not a priority for the school this year.  It is focused on in class now.  The STEM room is not 
painted yet.  The school would very much appreciate any help with painting it.  They have the paint but 
just need the man power.   
PEF – there is a breakfast intervention that Laura runs for children who either didn’t have any breakfast 
before school or just need a bit more breakfast.  Teachers send children that they know would benefit 
from it that day.  It gives these children a chance to check in with Laura as well as get some healthy 
food.  Literacy and numeracy targeted interventions are provided, either in groups or one to one.  
Nurture is the biggest issue for the PEF funds in the school.  This is where the school has seen the 
biggest impact.  Children receiving this assistance are much more settled in class as a result of it.  
Teachers, support staff or parent can recommend children who would benefit from some nurture 
support.  If a child is receive any support their parents will be informed. 
The school show is on the 12th and 13th of March 2020.  64 children are in the cast.  The Glee club is 
also very popular.  The p7s from this club are taking part in next year’s Children in Need choir! 
There is a Thursday lunch club which has been set up by three p7s for children in p4-7. 
Mr Morlay runs a coding club.  Mr Harper runs a lego club.  Mrs Pincock runs a gardening club. 
There will be a family learning event on how to support your child at home.   
Possible parent council involvement – what other family learning events would parents like?  
 

Action 1 – Jeanette to request for help from parent to paint the STEM room. 
Action 2 – It would be good if some of this information could be shared with the parents as many are 
not aware of all that is happening in the school. 

 
6. Existing work groups 
The STEM group helped organise parents for the school mini career event – but as this is run on term 4 
it does not need a group to run all year for that. 
The parent helper working group needs to keep going as the parent helper leaflet is not finished. 
 

Action 1 – Jeanette and Kate to meet up with Laura to discuss the parent helper leaflet and the STEM 
mini careers event. 

 
7. Planning this year’s PC work 
We all split into small discussions groups to explore the different possible working packages that the PC 
could focus on this year. 
Ideas fed back at the end of the meeting are as follows: 

• Outdoor Learning – To work with the school’s “Working Group” to develop outdoor learning across 
the school.  Looking at organising a team of parent helpers to help the school engage more with the 
school playground.  Also looking into possible training for those parents eg through the Holyrood 
park rangers.  Look into areas for funding. 

• Sexual health and relationships – could current p7 parents feedback on how they found the sexual 
health education their children received?   



  
 

• Communication 1 – Homework and class work – communicating with the parents about what is 
happening in class so that they can better support their children at home, for example specific 
maths strategies. 

• Communication 2 – General parent communication 

• Communication 3 – Information about clubs and activities that are offered within the school. 

• Communication 4 – Promoting Carrick Knowe primary school in the local community. 

• Writing improvement plan. 

• Forrester High School promotion – working with the High School PC to promote good relationships 
between the cluster schools and the High School. 

 
Action 1 – Jeanette to pull together the work package options.  These will then be e-mailed round 
the PC committee for members to vote on which packages they want the PC to work on. 
Action 2 – Jeanette to ask all PC members which work packages they would like to be involved with. 

 
Date of next meeting : 28th November 2019 

 
 
 
 


